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Introduction
The ocelot (Felis pardalis) is one of seven small felid species (ocelot; margay, Felis wiedi; tigrina, Felis tigrina; Geoffroy's cat, Felis geoffroyi; pampas cat, Felis colocolo; kodkod, Felis guigna; Andean mountain cat; Felis jacobita) classified on the basis of morphological traits and molecular genetics in the ocelot lineage (Collier and O'Brien, 1985; Slattery et al, 1994) . This monophyletic lineage diverged from a common felid ancestor about 12 million years ago (Collier and O'Brien, 1985) and is distinguished by a shared karyotype comprising fewer chromosomes (diploid, = 36) than other cat species (diploid, = 38) (Wurster-Hill and Centerwall, 1982) . On the basis of Mace/Lande criteria (Mace and Lande, 1991) , all species within the ocelot lineage are threatened with extinction throughout their natural ranges, primarily due to habitat loss and fragmen¬ tation and continued poaching pressures (Tewes and Everett, 1986; Tewes and Schmidly, 1987; IUCN, 1995 (Ballou, 1992; Wildt, 1992 Wildt, , 1994 Wildt et al, 1993a) . However, the benefits of assisted reproduction for managing genetic diversity can be realized only when effective protocols are in place for ovulation induction and freezing, thawing and deposition of spermatozoa in utero.
For laparoscopie AI in felids, females typically are treated with a sequential combination of equine chorionic gonado¬ trophin (eCG) and human chorionic gonadotrophin (hCG) to induce ovarian follicular development and ovulation, respect¬ ively (Howard et al, 1992a) . Previous studies from our labora¬ tory of tigers (Panthera tigris; Donoghue et al, 1993) (Wildt et al, 1983; Howard et al, 1986 ). An aliquot (5-10 µ ) was fixed in 0.3% (v/v) ''Probable osmotic shock due to urine contamination.
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laparoscopically [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] h after hCG to determine the number of unovulated follicles ( > 2 mm) and corpora lutea using previously described morphological criteria (Wildt et al, 1977 (Steel and Torrie, 1980 Number of follicles and corpora lutea increased (P < 0.05) with increasing gonadotrophin dosages. Tor ovulating females only. aNumber of ovarian structures increased (P < 0.05) with increasing gonadotrophin dosages. (Eaton, 1977; Mondolfi, 1982 (Shannon, 1978; Critser et al, 1987; Maxwell et al, 1993) . However, in tigers, fresh and frozenthawed spermatozoa were equally effective in fertilizing conspecific oocytes in vitro (Donoghue et al, 1992a (Donoghue et al, 1990 (Donoghue et al, , 1992b Howard et al, 1992b 
